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‘sumpeund’ ‘Brausy umnlu wH ey’

Chettiars are the main trading community
of the South like the Seths and Marwaris of
the North. There are many subsects among
them and one of these, Nattukottai
Chettiars, who are domiciled in Tamil
Nadu, especially Madurai and East
Ramnathapuram districts, are famous for
their enterprise. They are mainly bankers
and helped themselves in many South-East
Asian countries and Malaysia, Singapore,
Bnrma. The last Indian to leave Anchor in
Cambodia, it is claimed was a Nattukottai
Chettiar who talked of the glories of the
Indian civilisation in that land as he had
heard from his ancestors. This community
also claims that the Silappadigaram hero
and heroine Kovalan and Kannagi were
Chettiars.

Dr. Thamizhannal whose name is generally
associated withlitreary writings,has comeout
with a noval on Chcttiar community which

Ci

explains all their customs in detail. It has as
its hero a doctor who wants to marry his
poor uncle's daughter but the doctor’s
mother who expects a lot of dowry for
her son, stands in the way. The doctor
marries his cousin aga:nst his mother's
wishes. The girl who is teased by the
mother-in-law dies after giving birth to a
boy. The woman who at first wants to
conduct her son's re-marriage witha
wealthy girl repents later and agrees to have
her daughter-in-law’s sister as the new
bride.

The story element is rather weak but what
is striking in the novel is the description of
the customs and habits prevailing among
Chettiars. The author has included at
appropriate places the folk songs that they
recite on various occasions.

—The Indian Express
September 8, 1979
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T ':No less than the older generation, the younger sought to escape from the self.
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Review of Dr. Thamizhannal’'s

TRADITION AND TALENT IN
CANKAM POETRY

by S. N. Kandaswamy in THE HINDU» 29~11~1977

In this thought-provoking dissertation, author ably endeavours to
ilfluminate the conventional and conservatlve elements coalesced with
the individual talents preserved in the Sangam Poetry. He com
mences his study by tracing the sources of Toikappiyam, the senior-
most Tamil grammar and proclaims that though Tolkappiyar has
closely followed the grammatical traditions, handed over by his
predecessors he has given due credit to the then current usages of
Iterary and spoken dialeects (pp 28-41).

In the light of the commentaries of Peraciriyar, the author clearly
brings forth that the ancient Tamil literary conventions are purely
indigenous and hence independent of Sanskrit settings. He critically
examlines and elucidates the cannons of versification as adum brated
in Tolkappiyam, and dwells at length with the thirty four consit
tuent members of a verse along with the types and sub-types of
verses, twenty kinds of rhythms and eight fold beauties, each of
them contributing to the excellence of the structure and stuff of the
seven-fold literary genres (pp. 45-68).

The geographical division of the landscape and the apportioning of
day and season, the flora and fauna projecting the background for a
cultural habitation, and the unique classification of the literary
themes into Akam (lit. internal, i.e., love) and puram (lit, exter
nal activities) are peculiar to the Tamil genius, regulated by the
time-hallowed traditions which get into the veins of the Sangam
poets. though some innovations to suit the needs and necessities of
the passage of time marked by the commercial and cultural comming

ling of various nations have taken place.

The author’s view that folk-lores formed the fountain-head of the
conventional poetry stands on solid evidences (p.220, 232) and also
is in conformity with the literary history of most of the classical lan-
guages The depictions of the five-Tinais, the roles of hero, heroine,
maid and others, their sentiments expressed in monologues and
pathetic fallacies, symbolic significance etc. as poetic traditions in
the love poems of Sangam literature are adequately illustrated. The
author sagaciously draws a line of demarcation among the three
types of separation of the hero from the heroine (viz. 1 to amass
opulence, 2.to battle-field and 3. to pleasure trip) which are

named after Palai, Mullai and Marutham (p. 11).

tion on Puram-themes chiefly dealing

\ and heroic poetcy (pp- 202-
B, this useful Vwo;k.

This volume contains a por
with the traditional modes o :
211). The author deserves our congratulations on
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